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Koop calls for health care reform in Commencement address

* continued from page 1
that brought about social security
and school desegregation.

“Let us finally say what we’ve
hesitated to say for too many
years. Our system of health care is
not fair, it is not just, and, there-
fore, it is not the morally-strong
system this country deserves.”

Koop's speech was the second
strongly-worded statement he has
made in recent weeks. The 72-
year old retired pediatric surgeon
assailed the liquor and beer indus-
try during a press conference May
2 in Washington, D.C., chastising
the proliferation of advertising,
which he said “tells youth that
alcohol consumption leads to ath-
letic, social, and sexual success.”

He demanded tighter restric-
tions on advertising, and called on
the liquor industry to subsidize a
public awareness campaign warn-

ing people on the dangers of alco-
hol consumption. He also sug-
gested that states lower the mini-
mum blood-alcohol level in drunk
driving cases.

Koop, who was been awarded
17 honorary doctorates, has in the
past been an outspoken leader on
topics such as AIDS, smoking,
and violence against women.

Senator Edward M. Kennedy,
who introduced Koop, credited
the surgeon general for showing
courage by taking a stand on con-
troversial public health issues,
especially AIDS and abortion.

“He has put his own ideology
aside to depoliticize the issue of
abortion and show both sides the
true facts of life.” Kennedy said.

Others to receive honorary de-
grees were:

*Emest L. Boyer, President,
The Carnegie Foundation and one

University trustees on hand at UMB's 21st Commencement included,
front, left to right: Stephanie M. Orefice, UMass/Amherst student;
Thalia P. Zervas, Chancellor Sherry H. Penney; Mary L Reed; Judith
A. Baker; rear row, left to right: William L. Mahoney; UMass/Boston
student Alex Walker; Robert J. Haynes; Chairman of Trustees Gordon
N. QOakes, Jr.; Lawrence S. DiCara; Michael W. Kruzek, UMass/
Medical School; James O'Leary and Bernard Doherty.

Chancellor Sherry H. Penney.

Chancellor's Medal was presented to Senator Edward M. Kennedy by

of the nation’s foremost educa-
tors.

* Charlayne Hunter-Gault, the
New York-based national corre-
spondent for the McNeil/Lehrer
NewsHour, America’s highly-
respected televised hour of na-
tional news.

« Philip W. Johnston, Massa-
chusetts Secretary of Human
Services, who oversees the state’s
17 health, social service, and
criminal justice agencies.

*« MIT economic professor
Robert M. Solow, winner of the
Nobel Prize in 1987.

* Boston Pops conductor John
Williams, famed composer of
music for over 65 motion pic-
tures.

Earlier in the week, at the
graduation ceremonies of the
Gerontology Program, an Honor-
ary Degree was awarded to Mar-

garet E. “Maggie” Kuhn, founder
of the Gray Panthers.

Included in the 2,235 degrees
bestowed were 494 Masters de-
grees and two Ph.D. degrees
awarded by UMass/Boston’s
Environmental Science doctoral
program.

Receiving the prestigious John
F. Kennedy Award recognizing
the top scholar was Lisa Bevilac-
qua, a nursing student from Cam-
bridge.

Senator Kennedy gave Bev-
ilacqua a bronze bust of his late
brother. The Senator was pre-
sented the Chancellor’s Medal by
Chancellor Sherry H. Penney.

Two faculty members, Richard
A. Horsley of Religious Studies
and Nicholas E. Tawa of the
Music Department, were pre-
sented Distinguished Scholarship
Awards by Chancellor Penney.

Dumas family celebrates twin masters - coimedsonpase s

ment. While Mom and the rest of
the clan went west to Alameda,
and later south to New Orleans,
Marie headed north, enrolling at
Framingham State College,
where she was graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in food and
nutrition.

Eager for adventure, she joined
a friend who was relocating in
Holland and took a job in a Leiden
hospital. She leammed Dutch flu-
ently and became “totally ab-
sorbed in the culture.”

Five years later, after conclud-
ing that “life in Holland wasn’t
any better or any worse, only dif-
ferent,” Marie retuned to Boston
and went to work briefly as a sec-
retary for the National Park Serv-
ice. She moved on to a position
training adults on software at
Shawmut Bank. She says the
teaching aspect of the job was
exhilarating and provided a
framework for her enrollment in
the UMass/Boston Instruction
Design program.

Jeanne, meanwhile, was tend-
ing to the chores of motherhood.
Permanently situated in Quincy
after Maurice’s retirement, her
long-awaited classroom re-awak-
ening started three years ago
when her youngest child began
high school. Jeanne says acade-
mia proved therapeutic, and she
plans on re-entering the work
force fulltime when she receives
her second masters degree from
UMB next winter.

“She’ll do well,” predicts

Marie. “My mother’s a smart
cookie.”

Marie has sped through the
three-year graduate program in
two years and in January, having
completed her coursework, won a
job developing training programs
for the Alexander and Alexander
Consulting Group, an interna-
tional insurance brokerage firm.
She recently moved to South
Berwick, Maine, a 40-minute
commute from her company’s
offices in Newburyport.




