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Latinos in Worcester 
Poverty, Income, Education, Employment, and Housing 

Part two of a series of profiles of Latmos In iIIassachusetts completed 'Nlth support from The Boston Foundation 

The Mauricio Gast6n Institute for Latino Community Development and Public Policy was established at the Univer­
sity of Massachusetts Boston in December of 1989. The creation ofthe Gast6n Institute responds to the need for better 

understanding of the experience and conditions of life of Latinos in the Commonwealth. Its purpose is to conduct research 
about the Latino population in Massachusetts and to develop the kind of information and analysis necessary for the develop­
ment of sound public policy and for the effective participation of the Latino population in public policy development in the 
Commonwealth. In an effort to facilitate the access to vital information about Latinos to various audiences, and with support 
from the Boston Foundation, the Gast6n Institute has produced a series of basic demographic profiles for selected cities in 
the Commonwealth based on the 1990 U.S. Census of Population and Housing (Massachusetts Summary Tape File 3A, 
produced by the U.S. Bureau ofthe Census). These profiles are but one part of a broader initiative to disseminate the 1990 
U.S. Census and to address other relevant aspects ofthe social and economic situation of Latinos in the Commonwealth. 

Latinos had the largest proportion of 
persons with income below the poverty 
level, 46.8%. The poverty rate for Lati­
nos in Worcester is four times that of 
whites (11 .7%) and higher than the rate 
for blacks (30.5%) and Asians (29.7%). 
Of those Latinos under the age of 18, 
58.8% had income below the poverty 
level. In particular, the rate of poverty 
was greatest among those Latino chil­
dren under II years of age. 

Worcester: Select Poverty' Rates by Race and EthnicitV in 1989 
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Worcester: Poverty Status by Age andlRace and Ethnicity in 1989 
Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty 

Persons Below Poverty Latino· Rat. Tota.·· Rat. Whit. Rat. Black Rat. Asian Rat. 

Total below poverty level 7.178 46.8% 24.228 15.3% 16,099 11.7% 2,237 30.5% 1,172 29.7% 

Under 5 years 1,200 56.6% 3,135 26.2% 1,771 18.6% 450 52.4% 164 45.4% 

5 years 256 64.6% 729 30.7% 423 23 .5% 113 45.2% 27 43.5% 

6 to 11 years 1.430 59 .8% 3,262 26.6% 1,645 17.6% 482 52 .8 % 193 32.5 % 

12t017years 1,126 58.9% 2,192 20.6% 1,208 14.4% 151 20.2% 122 44.5% 

18 to 64 years 3,035 37.0 % 11 ,816 12.3% 8,208 9 .7% 959 22.5% 616 24.1% 

65 to 74 years 93 41 .2% 1.450 10.2% 1,324 9.6% 30 17.2% 23 37 .7% 

75 years and over 38 47.5% 1,644 15 .6% 1,520 14.8% 52 38 .8% 27 64.3% 

Total 15,329 158,306 137,633 7,341 3,946 

Universe: Persons for whom poverty is determined 
"latino may be of any race 
"Total includes Native Americans and other Races 

<01994 The Maurioio Gas16n Instilute 



Worcester: Povertll Status bl Familll T~l!e, bll Race and EthniCJ!ll, with Presence and Age of Children, 1989 
Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty Poverty 

Families latino· rate Total·· rate White rat. Black rate Asian rat. 
Income below poverty level 1.679 47.6% 4.939 12.2% 3.095 8 .7% 447 25.9% 208 24.8% 
Married-couple family : 273 20.8% 1.184 4 .1% 886 3.3% 25 3.5% 81 14.5% 

With related children under 18 years 208 21.3% 703 5.7% 444 4 .1% 17 3 .6% 81 20.8% 

No related children under 18 years 65 19.3% 481 3 .0% 442 2.8 % 8 3 .2% 0 

Male householder. no wife present: 73 28.9% 198 9.6% 121 7.3% 0 16 16.7% 

With related children under 18 years 59 29.4% 149 20.1% 86 17.5% 0 16 39.0% 

No related children under 18 years 14 26.9% 49 3.7% 35 3.0% 0 0 

Female householder, no husband present: 1.333 67.8% 3.557 36.3% 2.088 28.0% 412 47.7% 111 59.7% 

With related children under 18 years 1.287 72.3% 3.301 51.9% 1.893 44.5% 416 51.3% 83 58.0% 

No related children under 18 years 46 25 .0% 256 7.5% 195 6 .1% 6 8 .2% 28 65.1% 

Total Families 3.531 40,433 35.638 1.727 840 
Universe: Families 
-Latino may be of any race 
-rolal include. Native Americans and Other Races 

Worcester: Per Capita Income by Race and Ethnlcity in 1989 
, 

Among Latino families, 47.6% had in­
comes below the poverty level in 1989, 
more than five times greater than white 
families (8 .7%) and higher than the pov­
erty level for black (25 .9%) and Asian 
(24.8%) families . However, in all race 
and ethnic groups, of those families with 
income below the poverty level, the 
majority of those families were single 
female householders . For Latino fami­
lies, 72.3% of single female households 
with related children under 18 years had 
incomes below the poverty level. 
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Household Income Latino· Total·· 

Less than $5,000 535 3.651 

$5.000 to $9.999 1.073 8.708 

$10.000 to $14.999 624 5,497 

$15.000 to $24.999 758 9.955 

$25.000 to $34.999 617 9,418 

$35.000 to $49.999 464 11 .850 

$50.000 to $74.999 181 9 .858 

$75.000 to $99.999 31 3.005 

$100.000 ond more 12 1.646 

Total 4.295 63.588 
Universe: Households 
Median household income in Worcester: 528,955 
-Latino may be of any race 
**Tolal includes Native Americans and Other Races 
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While Massachusetts median household 
income in 1989 was $36,952, the me­
dian income in Worcester was $28,955 . 
In 1989, the per capita income of Lati­
nos in Worcester was $5,605, lower than 
any other race or ethnic group. Blacks 
and Asians had a higher per capita in­
come, $9,120 and $8,681 respectively. 
Whites had the highest per capita in­
come, $14,282. 



In 1990, 56.5% of the Latinos in the city 
of Worcester had not received a high 
school diploma. This proportion was 
higher than any other race or ethnic 
group. At higher levels of education, 
14.4% of Latinos attended some college 
or received an associate degree; and 
7.8% received a bachelor's, a profes-
siona!, or graduate degree. Overall, the 
educational attainment of the Latino 
population lagged the other race or eth-
nic groups. 

~ 

Worcester: Educational Attainment bll Race and Ethnicitll in 1990 
Educational Attainment Latino· 

Less than 9th grade 1,954 

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 1,622 
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Worcester: Eml!lollment Status bll Race and Ethnicity in 1990 I Eo-
Persons Latino· Tota''''· White Black Asian In 1990, Latinos constituted 6.2% of the 

Male 4,311 63.469 56,673 2.470 1,751 Worcester labor force (employed plus 
Employed 2,160 40,042 36,140 1.423 1,127 unemployed). Of the 5,094 Latinos in 
Unemployed 744 4,271 3,350 350 66 the labor force, 2,190 were females and 
Armed forces 18 102 93 9 ° 2,904 were males. The labor force par-
Not in labor force 1,389 19,054 17,090 688 558 ticipation rate for Latino men in 1990 
Participation Rate 67.4% 69.8% 69.7% 71.8% 68.1% was 67.4%, lower than any other group. 
Unemployment Rate 25.5% 9.6% 8.5% 19.6% 5.5% Their unemployment rate was 25.5%, 
Female 5,168 72,139 65,055 2,549 1.411 higher than any other group. Similarly, 
Employed 1,808 35,794 32,906 1,309 608 Latino women had the lowest participa-
Unemployed 382 2,577 2,068 194 99 tion rate (42.4%) and the highest unem-
Armed forces ° ° ° ° ° ployment rate (17.4%) of all women. 
Not in labor force 2,978 33,768 30,081 1,046 704 

Participation Rate 42.4% 53.2% 53.8% 59.0% 50.1% 

Unemployment Rate 17.4% 6.7% 5.9% 12.9% 14.0% 

Total 9.479 135,608 121,728 5,019 3,162 

Employed 3,968 75,836 69,046 2,732 1,735 

Unemployed 1,126 6,848 5.418 544 165 

Armed forces 18 102 93 9 ° Not in labor force 4,367 52,822 47,171 1,734 1,262 

Participation Rate 53.7% 61.0% 61.2% 65.3% 60.1% 

Unemployment Rate 22.0% 8.3% 7.3% 16.6% 8.7% 

Universe: Persons 16 years and over 
*Latino may be of any race 
-rotal includes Native Americans and Other Races 



Worcester: Homeowners by Race and Ethnicity in 1989' 

In 1989, only 7.6% of Latino owner-oc­
cupied households were homeowners 
compared to 47.6% of whites, 13.5% of 
blacks, and 23.8% of Asians. The ma­
jority of Latino households, 92.4%, 
rented their dwelling. This rate was 
higher than the rate for Latinos in Mas­
sachusetts where 82.6% of Latino house­
holds are renters. 

50.0% 

45.0% 

40.0% 

35.0% 

30.0% 

25.0% 

20.0% 

15.0% 

10.0% 

5.0% 

0.0% 

Latino 

Universe: Occupied housing 

47.6% 

White Black Asian 
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Worcester: Mortgage Stat ... s b~ Race and Ethnicjty in 1989 
Mortgage Payments Latino· Total·· Whit. Black 

Less than $300 0 229 229 0 

$300 to $499 7 1.920 1.905 15 

$500 to $999 37 5.250 5.124 44 

$1,000 or more 125 4.548 4.335 101 

Not mortgaged: 19 7.731 7.696 24 

Total 188 19.678 19.289 184 

Universe: Specified owner-occupied housing units include only one--family houses, on fewer than 10 acres, 
without a business or medical office on property 
-LaUno may be of any race 
"*Total includes Native Americans and Other Races 

I Eo-
Asian 

0 Of those householders with a mortgage, 
0 66.5% of Latin os had a mortgage of over 

60 $1,000; 22.5% of whites, 54.9% of 
74 blacks, and 52.5% of Asians had a mort-

7 gage over $1,000. 
141 

Worcester: Amount of Gross Rent b~ Race and Ethnicjty for 1989 

Of those renter-occupied housing units, 
48.7% of the Latino population paid less 
than $500 monthly compared to 43.5% 
of whites, 38.8% of blacks, and 36.4% 
of Asians. The majority of Latino rent­
ers (1,902) paid a gross rent of $500 to 
$999 a month; 1.1 % of Latinos paid a 
monthly rent of over $1,000, while 1.5% 
of whites, 1.8% of blacks and 1.4% of 
Asians paid over $1,000. 

Gross Rent per Month Latino 

Less than $300 1.200 

$300 to $499 686 

$500 to $999 1.902 

$1,000 or more 44 

No cash rent 39 

Total 3.871 
Universe: Specified renter-occupied housing 
*Total includes Native Americans and Other Races 
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For additional copies of these profiles. contact the Gaston Institute at (617) 287-5790 
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