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PROLOGUE

One of the daunting problems that most undergraduates face is career choice. Very few
are lucky to have known what they are supposed to pursue. I happened to be one of those people
who were confused as to what they really wanted to be in life. I had an interest in music, but I
had no exper ice in music training in my elementary and high school careers. For me then to
think that I could pursue music at college level and do well in it seemed far- fetched. I sought
advice from very good friends who advised me not to go into music, and if I was still interested
in music, that I could still minor in it. I was reluctant to heed that advice. But when I was
reminded that the majority of the successful musicians did not attend music college to play
music, I was completely convinced that taking my friends’ advice was the right thir to do.

I ended up studying Mass Communication at the University of SouthWes n Louisiana
with emphasis on Radio and TV Production and a minor in Music. When I graduated from
College, I found out that [ had not done my homework very well. If I wanted to get employed in
this country, especially in the field of my study, I would have to give up my Nigerian accent.
Unfortunately, giving up an accent is not something easy to do, even as much as you want to. |
have had it since | was very young. At this juncture it was obvious that I did not choose the right
career and that I had made a very bad error. I had not done the good career research work I
thov~1t I had atthe . >t and it was obvious that my degree was worthless. My accent has
always stood in my way to getti~ -~ job in Mass Communication. I was forced to look for jobs
that had nothing to do with my area of studies.

This situation dealt a serious blow to my self-esteem. I had worked so hard to make er

meet in obtaining that degree and I was completely confused about how to remedy the situation



until I moved to Massachusetts. The only option left for me was to correct whatever mistake [
had as an undergraduate in my -aduate school undertaking. I assured myself that I would do
something in my graduate program that would be beneficial to my career problem. In my search
for a good school that is moderately inexpensive, I found that University of Massachusetts
fulfilled that criterion and the Critical and Creative thinkit Master’s program at the University
was the right program for me. [ concluded that with a Master of Arts in Critical and Creative
Thinking I would be able to jumpstart my creative faculties. I also believed that what I could
learn in the Critical and Creative Thinking program I could apply in many ways in my life. I
applied to the program in 1992 and was accepted. Whether by design or by accident I registered
for two courses in the spring of 1993: Ciritical Thinking and Creative Thinking. These two
courses changed my life. I started believing in myself again after many years of doubt in who I
was, and I knew then that it had been too early to give up on education.

Just as I was making this transition with all the hopes and aspirations that  ne with it, I
hit another big snag in life. This misfortune could not have come at a worst time. I was still
experiencing the pumped up ¢ ) of better things to come and of a future that sc ned well
defined. I was making plans, saving money and planning how to get back to school come fall
(since summer would be too hectic for me) when the bad news came. My father was dead. Then
three months after my father died at the age of seventy-two, I received more bad news. My eldest
brotl ' was robbed and murdered by armed robbers in Nigeria after they snatched his car from
him.

If the death of my fatl  was not quite enough to break me, certainly the news of my
brother‘s horrible death was. I was so devastated by the events that my faith in the Lord was

beginning to shake. Nothing made any sense to me anymore. I was the only breadwinner in my






CHAPT ... 1

THE IMPACT OF THE INITIAL COURSES IN CRITICAL AND CREATIVE

THINKING

[ started this write up by mentioning that the first two courses completely changed my
life. Throughout my unde  aduate education, I had not experienced the impact that these two
courses had on me. The lessons that I learned in these courses, along with the format of the
assignments, were completely new and exciting to me.

I started to look at things differently. Not only did I look more in depth, but I also had the
urge to deliberate on my perceptions. As Davis stated, “The way we look at things may lead to a
new way of interpretation” (Davis, p. 111). Coupled with this new way of thinking was the
various CCT exercises that helped to increase my perception as well. One such useful exercises
dealt with reading meanings into various visual puzzles. In this exercise, students were presented
with drawings or shapes that had various shapes embedded on them; the task was to visualize
those hidden interpretations. The most important accomplishment for the teacher was for the
students to change their normal way of seeing or looking at things. In order to achieve this, one
must be able to change attitude or, as it is popularly said, “to think outside the box”. The
excitement of solving those puzzles and the new experience of it all was overwhelming.

I have never considered  'self a creative person; creativity was something that I thot 1t
was left for the genius. However, after taking creative thinking, I discovered that people who
identify themselves as being self-actualized individuals are also considered creative. “There is
this overlap in self actualized individual and special talent ¢ tivity* (Davis, p .7). Knowing that

I can improve my creative being, that there are exercises I can e1  1ge in that will help to reduce



my perceptive blor  etc., was encouraging to me. It helped me build confidence.

I embraced Davis’s theories, my personality changed, and I became very confident of
myself. As a result of this, I undertook one of the greatest risks unimaginable for my final project
for the class. For a black person to chose to act like Lucille Ball in class assignment was
unbelievable. As the instructor, Prof. Schwartz rightly pointed out,1e:  >lified risk taking and
courage, two of the greatest factors that influence creativity ( Davis, p.70). But it was obvious
that in my selecti1 the topic and individual to profile, I was not perturbed in any way other than
adding more problems and challenges to the assignment. I would have been more comfortable
acting like Sammy Davis Jr. or Red Fox of the Sanford and Son, but creativity had taken hold of
me. I had discovered something very precious and I was not going to let go. For the first time in
my li 1 started to change my perception about education.

I had gone through four years of college and had a hard time fathoming the impact this
had on my life, other than the credential. The fact that I could not - >t employed with my degree
only made matters worse. I am one of those that hate to waste precious time in somethir that is
not beneficial or productive, no matter how useful or important it might sound to others. I
concluded that any education that}  nothing to do with vocational training like engineering,
medicine, or architecture is not education. For this reason, I despised humanities courses, but I
was blaming the wrong thing. The manner and way I was educated in my undergraduate years
can never be compared with the way courses in Critical and Creative Thinking were offered to
students. For the first time I saw what education could be and what [ saw was worthwhile. |
began to value the classes to the point that I was reading not for grades, but for understanding,
and I was enjoying the | iefit. The selection of courses and the way the Professors taught the

students were something that I had never experienced before. The courses ahead seemed as



interesting as the ones I was taking and fitted together towards one goal.

As many students who took Critical Thinking and Creative Thinking will also admit, it
was tempting for me to assume that I had acquired all the necessary teachings needed in
creativity in those two classes and to take the risk of going back into the world to put theory into
practice. For many CCT students, the satisfaction derived from the experience is overwhelming
in that one feels a sense of accomplishment one never felt before as a student. At the risk of
overemphasizing my point, I seriously urge every prospective student of Critical and Creative
Thinking to consider making these two courses their first choice. It opens up various avenues
that influences the way one proceeds both in life and in every other thing you do as a CCT

student.









p- 39). Life already by itself is complex. And certainly the deaths of my family members added
to the complexity. I was left with the responsibility of caring for two nieces. They were
thousands of miles away. I not only had to make sure that they continued tI r education, but
also had to make sure that their mother was taken care of as our customs warrant. I was
considered to be better placed than my only other brother still alive, who was living from hand to
mouth at that time. Additionally, at the time the tragedies struck, my six sisters were ¢ ™" in
school, and they themselves needed to be helped in continuing their education and in other
financial matters. My eldest brother had been the one helping me to keep the family going, but
when he died everything fell in my lap.

I decided that I needed a companion who would help me through the pain and deal with
the new complexity. I knew that loneliness could be very troubling. It could increase my stress
level and lead to depression, and anger, and that could impede success, and affect one’s ability to

-out of the present predicament (Wood, p. 1.2). Nothing fruitful comes out of a depressed
individual, so also, creativity does not flourish in the midst of anger. I needed to put on a lion’s
heart to continue and that is what I did. lucation had to wait while I solved those urgent
problems.

Durir - this period I realized that my concept of learning had changed from my days an
undergraduate when my goal was geared towards getting degree and getting through with
education. With that attitude, I found out in the end that the degree is not worth anything. I
learned to not go to school to acquire a degree even though that appears to be the end result, but
to acquire knowledge. If the inspiration to come to the new world is the love of liberty, my
inspiration is the love of knowledge sent me back to school. I had begun to value real education:

Education that is geared towards making a vivid impression in one’s li ~ Education that is












the “Tragedy of The Commons” as the basis of my argument of why we need more gove  znt
rather than less government ~  -usion in our lives. Without some of the laws that the U. S.
government enacted, the good we see today in humans would not be there. Human beir  are
restricted in their actions not on the basis of their willingness, but because of the consequences of

doing otherwise.
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things. I look at things considering all possibilities. This involves lookii n a bird’s eye view
or turning it upside down to make sure that no stone is left unturned. There is no doubt that I
have become and will continue to be a good * * 1ker, and this is miles away from what I used to
be.

Cognitive Psychology was a very difficult class for two reasons: It was the first
Psychology class 1 took as a student and I came back to school in 2002 with more challenges
than in 1993. Since Cognitive Psychology was so difficult, I knew that I had to do a lot of work
if [ were to be successful and go on to complete the CCT program. At one critical point,
exhausted from my work and family obligations, I made the blunder of not recording an
assignment correctly. When I spoke with Professor Schwartz about it, he told me that the last two
assignments were the only chances I had to make it. But one thing was going for me was the fact
that [ was not going to give up on anything. The financial sacrifice was too :at. I trudged on,
confident that I would come out with flying colors. I did finish the class to my satisfaction. It was

a real test of will, but I made it.
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This form of bibliography helps to embody the true meaning of the content of any source.
When writing the body of the work, you don’t have to look for the book again to re-read what the
topic is all about. You simply refer to the annotated bibliography. The syllabus gave a more vivid
illustration of the uses and purpose of annotated bibliography as follows:-

The primary goal in asking for annotations is for you to check the significance of the

reading against your current project definition and priorities. Annotations, therefore

should indicated the relevance of the article to your topic. An annotated bibliography

also allows you to a) compose sentences that may fine its way into your writing, and b)

have your citation already typed in (use the format/citation style you intend to use for

your final report) ( Taylor, p.B-2).

An annotated bibliography therefore has several uses and purposes, one of which is helping to
organize to make future work easier. [ find it also useful in reducing the bulk of paper work and
maintaining a clean work area. You put away books you have tapped for resources.

In addition to the above strategy of annotated bibliography, the idea of mapping was
introduced in this class. Mapping a topic increases our ability to come up with a coherent
argument. While there are many ways to map out one’s strategies, the one that I favored most
was having a central topic and building out from the center. The revision process was applied to
the mapping as with the writing, and each time I revised my map, there was an improvement.
Again, the revision process was burdensome at times, but the result was always rewarding.

Another component of the “Phases of Research w  the idea of “Summarizing the
different sub-arguments (Taylor, p. D1). In my own case, writing about a hot issue, such as ways
to curb corruption in Nigeria, I knew that there would be a lot of opposition to my ideas.
Summarizing the different sub-arguments gave me the opportunity to take opposing side of my

thesis statement, looking from the perspective of those that I want to counter. After

brainstorming about this assignment, I decided that the only way to uncover the real counter
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group work that sometimes involved me having to come with my little two and a half year old
son to school as I was maki reral trips to the Office of Institutional research. My creative
ability was stunted at that point in time. I was really frustrated. The overall semester was very
hectic for me, and it reflected on my grade.

I finally got it tc :ther. I decided that I will evaluate the creative aspect of my strategic
ways to eliminate corruption in Nigeria. That is it, and nothing more. This was what I was going
to do in my final project. I coined out the topic heading to read as follows: “Evaluating The
Creative Ways To Eliminate Corruption In Nigeria.”

In my research paper from “Practicum,” I listed as one of the creative waystof 1t
co...ption in Nigeria establ 1ing a website dedicated to that cause. During one of my se' al
interviews with Nigerians in the Boston community on the issue, I found out that one of the
reasons so many of them seemed to not to be perturbed about the issue of Nigeria in general is
that they are so pressed with © "y issues and work that little time is left to think about Nigeria.
Who would be interested, after all, when bills are staring at your face or house rent or mortgage
is due?

I decided that establishing this website would be less demanding on their time. As I
documented in my paper, people could use their office hours to look into the website. They could
also check the website as they checked their e-mails. This website became an avenue for me to
draw the attention of Nigerians to the problems of Nigeria.

Last summer, [ decided that the time was ripe for me to do it. [ started the website,
www.nigerianthinktank.org. The Nigerian Think Tank Society is a website for like minds who
are committed to fighting corruption in N ria. It is one thing I am proud to have done, and

something I am proud of that came out of Critical and Creative Thinking Program. It was a
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creative journey quite unlike anything [ had ever experienced, and [ never envisioned anything
like this could have come out of this program.

When I decided to go back to school, I was only concerned about improving my life and
my chances of employment. To see my plans diverted in the manner it did was a surprise to me.
I was doing something that [ hoped could help better my life but not to have found a profession

that was once a passion, but tucked away in the abyss of oblivion
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This class may not have had much to do with cr.  ivity, but indirectly it involved those
elements that appealed to the impulses of our critical and creative abilities. This class was a
lesson on moral education that every teacher and would-be teacher and, to a larger extent, any

good citizen who cares for the well being of the complex society we live in must strive to learn.
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ill-defined problems and researching to gain knowledge by redefining the problem. In Action
Research, the goal is to make a recommendation to improve an existing situation, whereas P.B.LL
is directed towards open-ended learning. Both are similar and different from the regular research
in that they are not geared towards authenticatii an existing fact or hypothesis, but geared
towards discovery and making recommendations for the better.

I believe P.B.L is essential in learning. I envision my f sitting at a round table
conference among political peers using the P.B.L approach to learn more about issues that are
important: problem formulation, problem statements and redefinition of problems will be the

1

order of the day. Applying the K.N.F and Why strategy or using the L.P.F (Interesting, Pu 3,
and Find out ) strategy to further define problems are techniques that have also found permanent
place in me. The trend of CCT courses each ng similar learning strategies helped me
tremendously in my ability to retain and apply this knowledge. There is a connectedness in

courses that helps foster such learning habits, and lasting impressions are made on students as

they are repeatedly reminded of these strategies.
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front. This is what the Think Tank Society is looking to do. We will use our website to recruit
members and to publish articles on corruption and other related malfeasance endemic to the
Nigerian polity. Above all, I intend to use our organization as a pressure group to expose the
corrupt nature of Nigeria’s young democracy to the outside world, particularly to United States,
as it imports one fifth of its oil from Nigeria. I intend to demand that actions be taken when
corruption rears its ugly head. I intend to demand that criminal elements who use United States
and other western countries as safe havens be returned home for trials.

One thing that the Nigerian Think Tank has noticed is the reluctance of United States to
act when young democracies like Nigeria are committing atrocities. The reluctance of the United
States to act in defense of democracy in Nigeria and other nations has led to the leaders of these
countries to assume that they can get away with anything, including murdering political
opponents. Nigeria’s head of state, Obasanjo, is a case in point. The recent kidnapping of the
present governor of Anambra " : by an affiliate of the president has called to question whether
Obasanjo is fit to rule. The kidnapper, instead of being hauled to prison, is being protected by an
order from the president, and even given police and military escorts as he parades the streets of
Anambra state. The president has declared that the kidnapping of the Anambra governor was
only a political party aff " instead of a treasonable of~ e. This type of absolute disregard for
the rule of law is what the organization is bound to tackle. We have decided to take back the
country from the corrupt regimes of the past. Recent news report revealed that the former
military dictator of Nigeria, Babangida, is planning to run for office in 2005 under the present
ruling party, F ~ P. The Nigerian Think Tank Society will fight vigorously to make sure that Mr.
Babangida does not run for political leadership in Nigeria. For nine years, he devastated the

country as a military dictator and did not do anything for the people other than organize three
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elections that he cancelled. Nigeria is sick and demands the urgent attention that the Nigerian
Think Tank Society is willing to give her. We will do our best to attract good intentioned
Nigerians to this calling, and hopefully, we will do our best to make a change for good of our

own people and the future generations to come.
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members of the CCT Program. The students also worked in cooperation to pull everybody
along, m:* ~ 3 sure that when one fell behind, that student was offered support. Finally, after all
is said and done, I must admit this was a very difficult venture for me. Jv~~ling family
responsibilities, meeting up with monthly bills, and using my credit cards to pay for my school
fees were no easy tasks. It has been a grueling two years and if this is the end, I  1st admit, it
was worth the effort. [ am very grateful to all those who have contributed to the fulfillment of

this onerous goal, and I hope that all be blessed in a similar way.

45






Massachusetts Boston.
Wen, Patricia. 2000. “Barbie’s Missing Face.” ™ °  ““obe, 05/24.

Woods, Donald. 2000. ™ *"  Tased Lec——*~~. Waterdown, Ontario: Donald R. Woods

47



	Personal Experience and Professional Development through Critical and Creative Thinking
	Recommended Citation

	o1
	o2
	o3

