








Nursing Community Service Project
Helps Young Victims of Domestic Violence

When the school nurses and
health aides working in the City
of Cambridge open the plain,
green folders given to them at a
professional development meet-
ing, the words on one brochure
in particular produce a pause:

AYOUTH SAFETY PLAN:
ARE YOU AFRAID AT
HOME?

AT SCHOOL?

ON THE STREET?

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
BE SAFE!

This brochure is just one of 18
articles, pamphlets and listings
included in the resource packet.
Its purpose: to inform them of
resources available from private
and public agencies, for children
who are the victims of domestic
violence. The packets were
organized as a community service
project by student nurses as-
signed to the City of Cambridge
as part of the Community Health
Nursing curriculum (NU 410)
for the fall semester.

Student Richard Scepura was
assigned to work with the school
nurse at Cambridge Rindge and
Latin High School. He was
struck by the number of students
a nurse sees in the course of the
day. He also began to develop a
sense about what brings students
to the nurse’s office.

“I couldn’t put my finger on it at
first, but then I began to realize
that headaches and stomachaches
can be signs that something is

going on at home,” he says.
Scepura’s fellow students agreed,
and out of this general sense, a
community service project
emerged.

The UMass Boston students
began their project with a single,
logical premise: that school
nurses and health aides are on the
front lines when it comes to
identifying children suffering the
effects of domestic violence.

“The students found out as much
as they could about the problem,”
says Professor Victoria Palmer-
Erbs, who coordinates student
placements for NU 410 with the
City of Cambridge. “They
established a time to meet with
school nurses and health aides,
and provided them with a presen-
tation and materials to help them
identify and aid children who are
experiencing domestic violence in
their homes.”

Working with Scepura were
students Patricia Codigan, Joseph
Chillari, Tamara Daly, Sheila
Gibwa, Pamela McPhail, Diane
Magrane, Donna Muldoon, and
Patricia Murphy McDonough, all
of whom graduated from UMass
Boston in December, and are
currently studying to take their
state nursing board exams this
spring. They generated their
information from sources such as
the Harvard Community Health
Plan, The City of Cambridge, the
American Nurses Association,
The Massachusetts Coalition of
Battered Women Service Groups,
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and the Norfolk County District
Attorney’s Office.

Students in NU410 have been
going to community placements
in Cambridge since 1989, and
Barbara Haywood, the School
Health Nurse Manager for the
City of Cambridge has been
pleased with the university-
community collaboration. “It’s
good to see veteran nurses
teaching students. We’re defi-
nitely going beyond Band-Aids
and hot water bottles,” she says.
Haywood adds that nowadays,
one of the main functions of a
school nurse is to disseminate
health information, so the project
of the student nurses was particu-
larly suited to public health
objectives.

Palmer-Erbs, who sees her role as
the facilitator to the students on
the project, wants the student
nurses to feel confident about
what they have to offer, even at
this early stage of their nursing
careers. “I like the fact that we
are helping them create opportu-
nities for themselves. I see this as
mentoring, both for the students,
and for the City of Cambridge,”
she says.
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Presidential Visit
continued from page 1

prosecute violators. Also, the bill
will keep drugs and guns from
children, partly by closing the
loop hole in the Brady Bill that
currently allows violent youth
offenders to purchase guns at 18
years old and by requiring
childproof locks on guns.

Thirdly, Clinton wants to reform
the juvenile system, allowing for
more special court proceedings
and increased prevention efforts.
“Finally, we have to help our
young people stay on the right
track,” the president said. The
bill proposes 1,000 new after-
school initiatives across the
country. More than 50 percent of
juvenile crime occurs between
the time school is dismissed and
parents return home from work,

he said.

On stage, the president was
flanked by Attorney General
Janet Reno, Mayor Tom Menino,
UMass President William Bulger,
UMass Boston Chancellor
Sherry Penny, Probation Officer
Tanya Brooks, Governor Bill
Weld, Senator John Kerry, Rep.
Joseph Moakley, Rep. Joe
Kennedy, Police Commissioner
Paul Evans, and State Attorney
General Scott Harshbarger.

Prior to the president’s speech,
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Voices in Blue, a vocal group of
five Boston police officers, sang
“The Star Spangled Banner.”
President Bulger thanked the
president for what his administra-
tion has done for public educa-
tion in Massachusetts. Mayor
Menino, a UMass Boston alum-
nus, said he was proud to host the
president at his alma mater and
thanked Clinton for putting
crime at the top of his agenda.
Also, Police Commissioner Evans
praised the president’s proposal.
“We are proud that Boston has
been chosen for this presenta-
tion,” Evans said.

Earlier, the president participated
in a roundtable discussion on
juvenile crime with a high school
student, youth advisors, proba-
tion officers and politicians. “We
are here today for a simple
reason,” the president said. “And
today the juvenile program I'm
going to announce is basically an
attempt to take what you have
proved works here and give these
tools to every community in the
nation to follow,” Clinton told
the crowd of more than 100
people. “Let’s get this done, and
let’s remember that what we're
really trying to do is make what
you've done here possible for
children in communities all
across America.”

Board of Trustees Meet
at UMass Boston

A vote to decrease tuition by
an average of five percent at
all undergraduate campuses
was the main order of busi-
ness at the February meeting
of the Board of Trustees, held
on the UMass Boston campus
on February 5. The trustees’
day began early, with a
breakfast and hands-on
presentation at the Learning
Center before the meeting
was opened by Chairman
Robert Karam at 9:15 a.m.

Highlights of the meeting
included an account by
President Bulger of his travels
to Massachusetts high schools
on behalf of the University
Scholars Program, and a
presentation by Chancellor
Sherry Penney on UMass
Boston and its Strategic Plan
for the 21st Century.

The trustees also voted to
name the College of Business
and Industry at UMass
Dartmouth the Earle P.
Charlton College of Business
and Industry, in recognition
of the $3 million gift of the
Charlton family, the largest
gift in the University’s
history.
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