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Doing History with Online 
Mapping Tools

J O A N N E  R I L E Y

U N I V E R S I T Y  A R C H I V I S T

U M A S S B O S T O N

J O A N N E . R I L E Y @ U M B . E D U

mailto:Joanne.riley@umb.edu
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Ludlow,+MA/Indian+Orchard,+Springfield,+MA/@42.1479068,-72.4904223,14z/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x89e6c25bcb376f6d:0xff77b3d32c9eb1c9!2m2!1d-72.475919!2d42.1600936!1m5!1m1!1s0x89e6c2b62955fc31:0xaea6c0ff29b071a4!2m2!1d-72.502735!2d42.1546691!3e2
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Ludlow,+MA/Indian+Orchard,+Springfield,+MA/@42.1479068,-72.4904223,14z/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x89e6c25bcb376f6d:0xff77b3d32c9eb1c9!2m2!1d-72.475919!2d42.1600936!1m5!1m1!1s0x89e6c2b62955fc31:0xaea6c0ff29b071a4!2m2!1d-72.502735!2d42.1546691!3e2


“Let us look at the map, for maps, like faces, 
are the signature of history.”

Quote: Will Durant

1776 Map of Boston: Library of Congress



FamilySearch Research Wiki

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Suffolk_County,_Massachusetts
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Suffolk_County,_Massachusetts


Types of Maps

 Birds-eye

 Aerial Photography

 Topographical Maps

 Real estate Maps

 City Atlases

 Fire Insurance Maps

 Learning Historical Research – superb site!

 http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/maps.htm

http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/maps.htm#_Specific_Map_Types
http://www.williamcronon.net/researching/maps.htm


Reality Check

 Scale - relationship (or ratio) 
between distance on a map and 
the corresponding distance on 
the ground.

 Orientation - relationship 
between the directions on 
the map and the corresponding 
compass directions in reality.

 Legend – an explanatory list 
of symbols on a map or chart



Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps:
Index Map 1867 Boston - Interface

http://www.loc.gov/resource/g3764bm.03693001/#seq-1
http://www.loc.gov/resource/g3764bm.03693001/#seq-1








Ancestral Atlas – sharing data

 Ancestral Atlas is a family history web map that everyone can share. It shows family 
history events added by users. Take a look and if you want to add your own family 
history information, simply register for free.

With Ancestral Atlas you can:
 Attach your own family history to the map on the location where the event took place, and share it 

with everyone else, or keep it private.
 Find out who else has family events in the same area by browsing the map and collaborate with 

them in a secure environment.
 Build your own "Ancestral Atlas" and visualize your family history.

 Browsing the map is simple, just click on the map pins to find out about the events 
located there. Refine your search by date, name and event type.

If you want to start adding your data to the map simply register for free (no credit 
cards details required).

For more help and tips, please use the "HELP & FAQ" menu button on the top menu 
bar.

We're continually improving the site, so if you have any comments, we would be 
more than happy to hear from you.




