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Cover Page Footnote
This article was written prior to the passage of the Massachusetts Education Reform Act of 1993.
However nothing in the act invalidates or contradicts the author's argument.

In March 1994, in the nation's most dramatic shift in a century in the way public schools are financed,
Michigan voters approved a plan to use sales and other taxes, not property taxes, to pay for its 3,286
schools.

All told, twenty-eight states are in state courts over the way they finance public education. In most cases,
civil rights groups and coalitions of parents have alleged that state aid to supplement property taxes does
not close the gap between rich schools and poor ones.

In the case of Michigan, the consequences of its initiative on educational standards and performance will
take some time to be evaluated. Meantime, the debate goes on.
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