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TAG aids Hispanic students in Boston exam schools 
Hispanic students who are ac

cepted to Boston's exam schools 
are finding the transition easier 
thanks to a program sponsored by 
UMassIBoston's Institute of 
Learning and Teaching. 

A couple of hundred students 
who were enrolled in the three
week Talented and Gifted (fAG) 
summer program at the Harbor 
Campus celebrated their gradu
ation earlier this month. 

Chancellor Sherry Penney and 
State Rep. Nelson Merced of 
Dorchester attended the cere
mony and advised the graduates 
to reach high for success. 

Penney offered the students re
cent Baseball Hall of Fame induc
tee Carl Yastrzemski as a role 
model, while Merced, the fust 
Hispanic member of the Massa
chusetts Legislature, addressed 
the children in a casual and genial 
manner that seemed to earmark 
the commencement 

"We, as a community, need 
your success," Merced said, elic
iting rousing applause from stu
dents, instructors, and parents. 

Graduating students left peers, 
parents and instructors smiling, 
performing a series of theatrical 
parodies they scripted and di
rected themselves. 

Program coordinator Lucia 
David said the academic records 
of students who have participated 
in TAG contrast sharply with 
those who have not TAG gradu
ates, she said, have a 97 percent 
promotion rate. The system-wide 
dropout rate for Hispanic high 
school students is 51 percent, she 
said. David smiled while invok
ing her response to students who 
talk of quitting high school: "You 
try to drop out and I'll break your 
legs." 

She added: " A diploma from 
one of these exam schools is a 
passport to higher education." 

David said students benefit 
from more than academic training 
in Latin, Math, Reading, and 
Writing during the three-hour
per-day, five-day-per-week ses
sion. 

"Did you see the spirit?" she 
asked an observer. 

Indeed, the close-knit relation-

academic year. 

Talenled Hispanics participated in an ILT program. Left to right: Fidel 
Vasquez, administrators Francisco Alvarez and Lucia M. David, Ana 
Gue"ero, Ivan Ramirez and Francisco Moncayo. 

The program for eighth graders 
has just completed its fifth year. 
David said a pilot program insti
tuted this summer to include third, 
fourth and fifth graders from 
Boston elementary schools with 
high concentrations of Hispanic 
students has already paid divi
dends. Like its predecessor, the 
program includes a component 
for year-round teaching. After 
four months, David said, the 
younger children had increased 
test scores by an average of 10 
points. 

Twenty-four hours after gradu
ation. David spent the day writing 
grant proposals to fund the pro
gram for next fall. 

ship students exhibited with each 
other and their teachers was dif
ferent than what one might expect 
from a group· of young adoles
cents. 

Students �c�h�e�e�r�~� their teachers 
as mightily as their teachers did 
them. The instructors, full-time 
teachers from each of the city's 
three exam schools-Boston 
Latin School, Boston Latin Acad
emy, and Boston Technical High 
School-are an integral element 

of the program's success. 
"Students who participate in 

the program have an easier time 
adjusting because they already 
know a few other students and at 
least two teachers when they start 
in September," noted David. 
''That's a big help." 

The assistance does not end 
with the summer. David said 
TAG students continue to meet 
with instructors in one hour after
school sessions throughout the 

The TAG Program is one of a 
dozen UMB programs designed 
to assist Boston students and 
teachers. Taken together, these 
programs constitute the Uni
versity's contribution to the Bos
ton Higher Education Partner
ship, a consortium of area col
leges and universities working 
with the schools. 

UMB interns to study at Sturbridge Village 
UMass/Boston and Old Sturbr

idge Village have arranged an 
internship program to study and 
disseminate historical knowl
edge. 

The announcement was made 
by UMB Chancellor Sherry H. 
Penney and Old Sturbridge Vil
lage President· Crawford Lincoln. 

"We will send three graduate 
students in our historical archeol
ogy program to Old Sturbridge 
Village. There they will be ex
posed to experience and expertise 
of that fme organization-an en
richment for them both as indi
viduals and for their program," 
said Chancellor Penney. 

'This was achieved through the 
irmovative effort of Professor 
Alan Harwood, chair of the An
thropology Department, in coop
eration with his colleagues, Pro
fessors Barbara Luedtke, Charles 
Nelson and Steve Mrozowski of 
Anthropology and Professor Mal
colm Smuts, Chair of History. 
Their efforts were coordinated by 

An internship agreemenl between UMasslBoston and Old Sturbridge 
Village was joinlly announced, involving, left to right: Dr . Alan 
Harwood, Chair, UMB Anlhropology Dept.; Inlerim Provost Leverett 
Zompa; Acting CAS Dean Edna Seaman; UMB Chancellor Sherry H. 
Penney and Crawford Lincoln, Presidenl, Old Sturbridge Village. 

Acting Dean Edna Seaman of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. We 
are grateful for their good work." 

Said OSV President Crawford 
Lincoln: " am excited about the 
potential in this agreement This 
merger of the public and private 
sectors enables us to stretch our 
resources." 

The program involves students 
and faculty affiliated with the 

Gradute Program in Historical 
Archeology at UMB and the staff 
of The Research and Curatorial 
departments at Old Sturbridge 
Village. 

Internships normally last one 
academic semester. Three maxi
mum credits may be received. 

The program is designed to 
utilize existing facilities and staff 
at no cost to either institution. 
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WUMB-FM's "Commonwealth Journal" was cited for a national 
honor. Left to right, are producer Ellen Giurelo, Manager Patricia 
Monteith, announcer Bob Mehrman and executive producer Tom 
Callahan. 

WUMB's "Commonwealth 
Journal" honored with,award 

WUMB-FM was honored in 
one of the nation's most prestig
ious radio programming competi
tion, The International Radio 
Festival of New York. 

The Silver Medal for Best Pub
lic Affairs program was awarded 
to WUMB-FM for "Common
wealth Journal," a weekly maga
zine program. The program is 
syndicated to 35 Massachusetts 
radio stations. 

WUMB-FM is the public radio 
station of the University of Mas
sachusetts/Boston. 

Some 1,875 radio entries from 
27 countries were judged by news 
and program directors from 
around the country. 

"Commonwealth Journal" was 
selected "on the basis of immedi
acy, production values, quality of 
presentation, and service to the 

community," according to Gerald 
M. Goldberg, president of the 
New York festival. 

Boston radio veteran Bob 
Mehrman moderates lively dis
cussions each week on "Com
monwealth Journal" on public 
issues, the arts, and the humani
ties with experts drawn from 
University of Massachusetts 
alumni and faculty. Mehrman. a 
Beverly resident, is Executive 
Director of the Massachusetts 
Broadcasters Association. 

Ellen Giurleo produced the 
award-winning broadcasts of 
"Commonwealth Journal." Tho
mas Callahan was executive pro
ducer. Funding for "Common
wealth Journal" is provided by the 
Corporation for Public Broad
casting. 

Anniversary Committee plans events 
• c01l1in~d from page 1 
creation of the Boston 
community's public university. 

Kime and Mock will organize 
community-wide events around 
six subthemes. The frrst will take 
place during Convocation and 
will focus on public education. 

In October, health care will be 
the theme. The cultural diversity 
of the Harbor Campus will be 
celebrated in March. An Earth 

Day celebration slated for April 
will focus on the environment and 
will involve, among other depart
ments, UMB's esteemed Envi
ronmental Science office. 

In the spring, symposia will be 
conducted in the realms of Inter
national Perspective and the Arts. 

Details are still unfurling for 
the myriad events. More informa
tion and schedules of events will 
appear in News and Views. 

UMass/Boston makes plans to deal 
with further cuts in University's budget 
• co1l1in~d from page 1 

year." To meet this deficit, the 
University turned away 650 
qualified students, cut 120 part
time sections, froze vacant posi
tions, cut non-salary accounts by 
8%, cut professional staff in
creases by 25%, established an 
emergency fee, and joined with 
other institutions in a new pro
gram to raise tuition and retain the 
funds from the increase. 

1bese and other steps allowed 
the University to continue opera
tions within available funds, but 
the vacancy rates meant fewer 
courses and services. 

Inunediately after the new cuts 
and Regent's allocations to the 
campuses were announced in 
July, Chancellor Penney and Pro
vost Leverett Zompa reviewed 
the impact on UMass/Boston and 
assigned savings targets both to 
the academic and to the non-aca
demic areas. Deans and Vice 
Chancellors are preparing recom
mendations due by the end of 
August for FY 1990 cuts in all 
areas. 

'1'm very concerned that many 
academic programs now will be 
hit as hard as other areas of the 
University," said Provost Zompa. 
"I will work with the Deans to be 
sure that the effects are kept as 
minimal as we can." 

According to Chancellor Pen
ney, this planning for another 
round of one-time cuts must be 

seen as the frrst step in planning 
for permanent operations with a 
lower budget. 

"All indications I get," she 
said. "whether from legislators. 
business people or other higher 
education officers, are to expect 
budgets for the next two or three 
years no higher than FY '90 ap
propriations. " 

The Chancellor said that she 
has asked the Provost and the Vice 
Chancellor for Administration 
and Finance to appoint Task 
Forces to recommend long-term 
changes in program offering and 
structure which would allow the 
University to maintain quality 
while spending less. 1bese Task 
Forces are due to make prelimi
nary reports at the end of August 

"We must maintain out com
mitments as an urban University," 
the Chancellor said. "We must 
continue to develop graduate pro
grams; we must continue to offer 
first-rate undergraduate pro
grams, with special concern for 
traditionally underserved popula
tions; we must maintain. even 
expand, our research and public 
service commitments. We have to 
find ways to do these things with 
less money, but with no less qual
ity. I look forward to everyone's 
help and support as we plan these 
changes during the next few 
months." 

UMasslBoston's Ballroom Dance CIIlb posed for official photo 
after jinishUag first in the American Match and third in the hllerna
tional Team Match at Newport, Ri. Left to right: Coach Pam Annas, 
PhD., Associate Prtfessor, English; Stewart Yaras, lillie White, 
Mark Height, Hildtl Diaz, Ma Nghia, Christine Leong, Jim 
Spellman, Dawn Micco, and COQCh Margaret Pappalardo, Asso
ciate Prtfessor, Physical Education Dept. 


