




Students Set Sail 
To New England Ports 
Sixteen young men and women, most of them 
UMass Boston students, are aboard an 84-foot 
schooner in the midst of a seven-day research 
expedition in southern New England sponsored by 
the University. 

The charter vessel Sylvina W. Beal set sail on Friday, 
June 17, from Fallon Pier at the John F. Kennedy 
Library and began a journey that will bring the 
student researchers to ports in Plymouth, Block 
Island, Newport, New Bedford, Martha's Vineyard 
and Mystic, Connecticut. 

During the journey UMass Boston geography 
professor Jack Looney is leading students in learning 
about such topics as coastal landforms, currents, 
tides, wind and water quality. The students also are 
examining basic concepts in marine ecology and 
getting a first-hand lesson in seamanship and how to 
navigate a traditional vessel. While the vessel is 
sailing, students are taking part in its operation. 

The sailing excursion is one component of a five­
week program of study at UMass Boston in the 
coastal environment. During the first two weeks of 
the program students were at the campus learning 
about the commercial fishing industry, marine 
transportation and physical oceanography. They 
then spent four days doing research on coastal dunes, 
swamps and salt-water marshes at the University 
Field Station on Nantucket Island. 

"This entire program and particularly the excursion 
on the Sylvina W. Beal is a special opportunity for 
students to develop an awareness of the dynamics of 
the relationship between human beings and the 
marine environment," says Looney. 

The three-year old coastal environment program is 
sponsored by the University's Division of Continu­
ing Education, Urban Harbors Institute and Depart­
ment of Geography. The Sylvina W. Beal is a 
knockabout schooner, built in the Frank]. Adams 
Yard in East Boothbay, Maine. Its captain is Jeffrey 
Jones. 

The students aboard the Sylvina W. Beal include 
eight men and eight women. Fourteen are UMass 
Boston undergraduates, and two, Christopher 
Gurshin of Newburyport and Jessica Hammerly of 
Sturbridge, are recent high school graduates selected 
for the expedition because they won an essay contest 
in which they were asked to explain why they 
wished to go on the trip. 
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Kids Examine Sea life 

Harbor Explorations Concludes Busiest-Ever Spring Season 
The University's Harbor Explorations initiative this 
past academic year provided first-hand lessons on the 
biology of Boston Harbor to about 3,000 students, 
the largest number of participants in the 10-year 
history of the program. 

As many as 150 students per day , many of them from 
middle and high schools in the Boston area, visited 
Dorchester Bay aboard the Harbor Explorations 
research vessel Envirolab III to examine marine life 
and perform experiments in water quality. 

Envirolab III is a 65-foot craft designed specifically 
for research. The vessel is docked at UMass Boston 
for about seven months a year. It is owned by Project 
Oceanology, a non-profit educational corporation of 
which UMass Boston is the largest among 27 collabo­
rating schools and colleges. Project Oceanology, a 
non-profit marine science institute in Groton, 
Connecticut, is a co-sponsor of Harbor Explorations. 

All Hands on Deck 

"This program emphasizes a hands-on approach, and 
I don't think there's a better way to capture kids' 
curiosity for science," says Mike Borek, director of 
Harbor Explorations, which since its inception in 
1985 has taught basic marine biology to students 
ranging from elementary school up to college level. 
Borek has for the first time established a waiting list 
of schools that want to join the program. 

"A lot of interest comes from word of mouth among 
teachers," Borek says. It also may have helped that 
Harbor Explorations was selected last year by the 
U.S. Department of Education as one of the 100 best 
programs for young people in the country. 

Borek has arranged for Envirolab III to spend a few 
days docked in Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket and 
New Bedford so that students in those areas will have 
easier access to the program. 

The Harbor Explorations crew is composed of young 
men and women interested in educational and 
professional careers in the sciences. They tend to be 
like Brad Hubens, who grew up in a boating family 
and just finished his freshmen year at Bates College. 
"I can't think of a better job for the summer," he says. 
"It's nice to see the young kids developing good 
feelings for the ocean." 

A typical Harbor Explorations lesson consists of 
Hubens and other crew members helping students 
drag a net along the ocean floor. The students will 
then investigate their catch. They also learn how to 
use equipment that tests water for salinity, oxygen 
content, clarity and depth. 

''I've been bringing my students here for several 
years, and for many of these kids this type of learn­
ing experience is a wonderful and rare opportunity," 
says Vinnie Amara, a teacher at the Umana Barnes 
Midd le School in East Boston, whose students 
boarded Envirolab one afternoon this month. 

Amara's students were not afraid to get their hands 
dirty while learning about lobsters, crabs, flounder 
and skate - sea creatures captured in a net the boys 
and girls helped pull aboard. 

Even the squeamish enjoy it 

"This is the best," beamed sixth-grader Phuc Huynh 
as he demonstrated crew member Rick Schmidt's 
technique for holding a lobster. By the conclusion of 
Schmidt's hour-long lesson on fish, even the few 
squeamish boys and girls were able to pick up the 
animals. 

Real fish stories 

Schmidt's discussion of fish anatomies fascinated the 
young people. But they were startled to learn that 
certain kelp are used in some brands of ice cream. 
"That tuins my appetite," said Michael Gleason, one 
of several students for whom no detail on ocean life 
was unimportant. 

Meanwhile, students at the other end of the vessel 
who calculated the water's oxygen content discovered 
the harbor is not as badly polluted as they had 
expected. "Poll ution is usually the first topic that 
kids will ask about," noted crew member Michelle 
Carley. 

Harbor Explorations isn't just for students. Next 
month the program will hold its annual three-week 
institute on marine studies for middle and high 
school teachers. The institute sessions will take 
place aboard Envirolab III and in laboratories at the 
Harbor Campus. 


