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Dean Jennings named to committee;

appointsnew CPCS
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Evonne Hill-Shepard, newly-appointed Director of Community Service Programs at CPCS,
poses with CPCS Dean James Jennings, himself recently named to the Committee on the

Status of Black Americans.

Dean James Jennings of the College
of Public and Community Service has
been named to a three-year term on the
Committee on the Status of Black
Americans.

Dr. Jennings has been appointed a
member of the Panel on Political
Participation and Administration of
Justice by Executive Director David A.
Goslin of the Washington, D.C.-based
National Research Council.

A Cambridge resident, Dr. Jennings
came to UMass/Boston in February,
1983. He had been a professor of Afro-

American Studies at Harvard University.

Dean Jennings was graduated cum
laude from Hunter College, New York
City, in 1971 and received M.A., M.
Phil. and PhD degrees from Columbia
University. He was a Ford Foundation
Fellow, 1971-1976 and in 1978 was
awarded ‘‘Administrator of the Year”’
honors by Long Island University.

Jennings has taught at Long Island
University, The State University of New
York-Albany, Cornell University and
Boston College.
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Evonne Hill-Shepard of Hyde Park
has been appointed Director of the new
Community Service Program at
UMass/Boston’s College of Public and
Community Service, it was announced by
Dean James Jennings.

Through the Community Service
program, teams of CPCS students under
faculty supervision work with Boston-
area community service.

Ms. Hill-Shepard also is responsible
for coordinating some special events at
the Downtown Campus.

Previously, she had been Associate
Director for Senator Paul Tsongas and
had been cited as the first black woman
to hold professional staff positions in the
offices of two United States Senators
from Massachusetts, having worked
previously for Senator Edward Brooke.
She was the lone staff person carried
through the senatorial transition.

Ms. Hill-Shepard serves on the
College’s Advisory Board. She is a
United Way Volunteer, a member of the
Black Communicators Network Group
and most recently was appointed to the
Board of the Tsongas/King Institute at
the University of Lowell.

She founded and currently directs the

CPCS Inspirational Gospel Ensemble,

the first in the history of CPCS.

Continuing Ed
to sponsor AIDS
teleconference

UMass/Boston will originate a
national video teleconference on
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) for students, faculty and staff of
the nation’s colleges and universities.

It will be held on Thursday, April 3,
1986 on the Harbor Campus, an offering
of the National University Teleconference
network. UMass/Boston’s Division of
Continuing Education is sponsoring the
event.

The two-hour program, first of three
to be presented from UMass/Boston,is
entitled: ““The National AIDS Forum:
Separating Fact from Fiction.”’

Nationally-known experts from
leading universities and medical schools
will discuss these topics. The
teleconference format allows participants
at remote locations throughout the
United States and Canada to interact
with the panel of experts assembled in
Boston.

Primary objective of the
teleconference is to separate
unsubstantiated and irrational rumors
from the best information that
epidemiologists, clinicians and public
health officials have available.

Prof. Wachs on folklore
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But urban folklore isn’t all crime.
Wachs teaches a course entitled,
““Introduction to American Folklore.”” It
touches on children’s folklore, urban
legends, folklore about UMass, New
England traditions and family folklore.

““Family folklore is a celebration of
family. In a sense, it carries on legends of
the family’s heroes, misfits, successes and
failures. It recalls important family
events—parents courtships, births,
deaths, moves, whatever has had an
impact on the family,”’ explained Wachs,
who earned a Ph.D. in folklore at
Indiana University.

Wachs assigns students to interview
their parents and other family members
for the story of their parents’ courtship.

““In class, students orally describe the
events of their parents meeting and
marriage. Although the students come
from varied socio-economic
backgrounds, they’re surprised to sense a
similarity in family folklore,’” she said.

Professor Wachs considers folklore as
an effective tool to aid in understanding
differences and similarities of peoples
and groups, thus leading to greater
tolerance.

““Folklore is another way of looking
at culture but not institutionalized
culture. . .the culture of everyday people
who pass their tales and traditions to
subsequent generations,’’ she said.




