






Daughters of Malcolm X and Dr. 
King bring "Nucleus" to UMB 

•• A union that would have 
happened." 

This is how Yolanda King, daughter 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, and Attalah 
Shabazz, daughter of Malcolm X, 
characterize their collaboration in 
"Stepping Into Tomorrow" , a blend of 
music, comedy and drama that was 
performed recently at UMass/Boston's 
Harbor Campus. 

King and Shabazz, co-artistic 
directors of the New York-based, seven 
member troupe Nucleus, appeared as part 
of Black History Month activities. 

In her introduction, Jocelind Gant, 
Director of Affirm ative Action and one 
of the organizers of Nucleus' appearance, 
commented on the indelible mark 
Malcolm X and Dr. King have made on 
black history. 

Shabazz and King, who met in New 
York City as a result of interviews for 
"Ebony" magazine, feel their working 
together is a kind of destiny. 

King feels that their collaboration 
" ... symbolizes the coming together that 
was not allowed to come together ... " 
referring to their fathers. 

HToday the University, in 
really a very short period 
of time, has established 
itself as a credible public 
higher education 
community, both in 
teaching and in research, 
to deal with the needs and 
the realities of urban life 
in Boston. " 
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than we thought of in the 1960's. I think 
those fundamentals are the same and the 
University has made a very good response 
to them," he concluded. 

Dr. Ryan received his B.A. degree 
from the University of Utah, and his 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Indiana 
University. 

In 1962 and 1963, he was executive 
assistant to the president and secretary of 
UMassl Amherst. 

He left that position to become vice 
president of academic affairs at Arizona 
State University before coming to 
UMass/Boston in 1968. 

He is the author of numerous 
publications and research, including 
"Local Government in Thailand;" 

Both women feel that the media 
portrayed their fathers only as 
adversaries, at odds over the course the 
civil rights movement should have 
taken. " 

"Our union is very symbolic," 
Shabazz said, "not because of our own 
accomplishments, which are small , but 
because of who are fathers were, and 
how separate the media maintained their 
philosophies, their ideals, their tactics. 
How different the public always made 
them seem when their hearts were very 
much the same. Just the way they went 
about it (civil rights activism) was 
different. " 

Malcolm X - who was publicly 
critical of Dr. Ki ng's movement - and 
Ki ng did meet briefly at a 1963 
Washington, D.C. march press 
conference. 

"They had a high respect for each 
other," said Shabazz. " When Dr. Ki ng 
was in prison in Selma, my father went 
down to visit him, but the authorities 
would not let him in. When my father 
was killed, Dr. King wrote my mother a 
letter of support. Our fathers were -

Attalah Shabazz (left) and Yolanda King 

towards the end of my father's life 
(Malcolm X was killed in 1965) - very 
much in support of each other. They 
realized that they needed each other to 
make what they were working towards 
work." 

Dr. Weibrecht named chairman of 
20th Anniversary Committee 

Walter E. Weibrecht, Ph.D., 
Chemistry Professor at UMass/Boston, 
has been named chairman of the 
Coordinating Committee arranging 
events for the University's 20th 
anniversary, it was announced by 
Chancellor Robert A. Corrigan. 

Weibrecht replaces George Goodwin, 
Jr. of Newton, a Political Science 
Professor who was forced to step down 
from the position due to a recent eye 
operation. 

Both men are popular faculty 
members at the Harbor Campus and go 
back to the beginnings of UMass/Boston 
when the seeds of quality public higher 
education for Boston's urban population 
were being sown 

Weibrecht is president and treasurer 
of the Board of Governors of the 

" Wisconsin State Fair : Its Modern Role 
and Objectives;" " Political Pressures on 
the University;" and "Devising Better 
Ties Among All Welfare and Related 
Programs. " 

He has been a member of a large 
number of organizations, including the 
Air University Board of Visitors, 
American Council on Education, 
American Judicature Society, American 
Political Science Association, Association 
of American Universities, Association for 
Asian Studies, and the Council for 
Financial Aid to Education. 

UMass/Boston Faculty Club. He has 
much experience in arranging extra­
curricular events and has moved 
enthusiastically into the spot vacated by 
Goodwin to "firm up," as he said, a host 
of events scheduled for the rest of the 
year to celebrate the school's 20th 
birthday. 

He was born in New York City and 
raised in Weehawken, N.J. Weibrecht 
received his B.S. in chemistry from 
Franklin and Marshall College, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; his Ph.D. in 
inorganic chemistry from Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York and was a 
Postdoctoral Fellow at Harvard in 
1963-'64. 

He joined the chemistry department 
at UMass/ Boston in 1966. 
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Dr. David Landy, professor of 
Anthropology, has completed a most 
productive sabbatical leave. In addition 
to four publications, he made 
')re~entations in Newport, R.1. and 
Jancouver, B.C., Canada. 

Dr. Landy also began to serve his 
term as President of the Congress of 
Anthropological and Ethnological 
Sciences. He served as President-elect 
from November, 1982 to November, 
1983. 

At the 11 th International Congress in 
Vancouver, Dr. Landy presented a paper: 
"Pibloktoqand and Eskimo Nutrition: 
Possible Implication of Hypervitaminosis 
A ." 

• 
The following clinical nursing 

students and faculty received an offical 
citation from the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives: Frances Portnoy, 
consultant; Laura Glover , facuIty; 
students: Joan Fleming , Elaine Havey, 
Joanne Knight, Michael Menke, Myrne 
Ravitz, Mitchell Silver , Sophie 
Tzetinovitch and Anne Vernon . 

• 
On Friday, March 30 and Saturday 

March 31, 21 students from the College 
of Management will assist Dorchester and 
South Boston residents with their tax 
returns free of charge. It's part of the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistant Program 
(VITA). For information: John Larner, 
929-7089. 

• 

Dr. Linda Gordon 
Dr. Linda Gordon, UMass professor 

of History, 1983 Gugenheim Fellowship 
winner and a fellow in the Bunting 
Institute at Radcliffe College, spoke at a 
women 's history conference at Radcliffe 
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
the Schelsinger Library on the History of 
Women in America. 

The two-day program was held during 
National Women's History Week . Dr. 
Gordon spoke on "Perspectives on the 
History of Family Violence." 

• 

Left to right: Dr. Edmund Traverso, director of Continuing Education; Teacher-of-tbe­
Year Kathleen Hughes of Hingham, and Dr. Gerard P. Antonellis, aide to Dr. Traverso. 

Continuing Education program 
honors Mass. Teacher of the Year 

UMass / Boston 's Center for 
Occupational Education honored 
Kathleen Hughes at a recent breakfast on 
the Harbor Campus. Ms. Hughes, a 
Hingham resident and Scituate teacher, 
was the recipient of the Massachusetts 
Board of Education's Teacher of the Year 
Award. 

Ms. Hughes, a special needs teacher 
with the Scituate public schhols, 
developed a model program through 
which her class of multi-handicapped, 
mentally-retarded students were trained 
in job and life skills which prepare them 
for jobs in the service economy. 

A $64 million bond issue, passed by 
the UMass Board of Trustees and a $32.3 
million capitol outlay budget signed by 
Governor Michael Dukakis will allow the 
University to combine investment capitol 
and public funds toward major building 
and renovation projects at its three 
campuses. 

Legislation expanded the Building 
Authority'S jurisdiction , confined to 
Amherst for its 20-year history, to extend 
throughout the state. 

The Authority now can undertake 
projects at Boston and Worcester as well 
as at Amherst. UMass/Boston will 
receive $6.25 million in capitol outlay for 
projects such as building renovations, 
library repairs, a bus terminal and 
purchase of equipment which will enable 
expansion of the computer and 
environmental science programs. 

• 
An exhibition of photographs by 

Brian Thompson (French) will run 
through March 31 at the Library of the 

She attributed ittspiration for her 
program to a UMass/Boston course she 
took entitled "Vocational Education 
Programming for Students with Special 
Needs." The course is the only one of its 
kind in eastern Massachusetts. 

More than 100 school 
superintendents, district coordinators, 
principals and public and private 
educators participated in the Center's 
first major conference, "Accessing 
Employment and Training Funds." 

The Center for Occupational 
Education falls under UMass/ Boston 's 
Division of Continuing Education. 

Weston School of Theology/ Espiscopal 
Divinity School, Brattle & Mason St. , 
Cambridge. 

There was an opening reception 
March 11. Entitled " Earthen Vessels," 
the show includes largely photographs of 
inner-city youngsters from the Uphams 
Corner neighborhood of Dorchester, 
involved in various activities from 
vollyball at UMass/ Boston to mountain­
climbing in Northern Vermont. 

• 
The Biology Department 's Spring 

Seminars continue. March 23: Dr. Peter 
Ashton , Director of the Arnold 
Arboretum, Harvard University, on 
" Deforestation and Land Use in the 
Humid Tropics: A Biologist's 
Perspective." March 30: Dr. George 
Woodell, Marine Biological 
Laboratories, Woods Hole, on "CU2 
Problem: Scientific Puzzle and Political 
Dilemna." Both seminars are at 2:30 
p.m. in room 11 -1-209. All are cordially 
invited. 


