Slicing and dicing 19t
century account books

Lenora Robinson, Archival Volunteer at New Bedford Whaling Museum Research Library
lenoragrobinson@gmail.com


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome!


®

Accounting
Debits/Credits

. Payments . . 1

. Settlements
Dal Iy Bedford Whaling

Westport Historical

. By person Society colleGHDIS

Photos from New


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Debits/credits
special books
various ways of entries
simple notebooks
Payments
barter of time and materials, supplies
labor
cash
Settlements and receipt of payment
per transaction
over time
detailed, clear end
Daily accounting (day book)
By person
running totals of interactions of a single individual or company
Both
daily accounting with list of customers
interesting for lists of interactions
great picture of the area


Food In

1. Old terms
2. Unexpected
terms
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Where is food coming from?
wholesalers - advertisements of foreign and exotic fruits, price list of confections
receipts from surrounding areas
Uncommon terms
saleratus = baking soda
cassia = cinnamon
Unexpected terms
marshmallow = developed by Egyptians


Food out

1.

Product
subscriptions
Individual
purchasing
Whaling
voyages
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Food being purchased for what?
Purchasing and disbursements
corn subscription
individual purchasing
outfitting whaling voyages
two-year voyages
requesting additional supplies to continue


Potential Issues

1. Previous books

2. Missing or
ripped pages

. Water staining

. Fading

. Insect damage
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Single user or company using multiple books (continued)
Many users using a single book (confusion or removed pages)
Water staining or sun damage fades paper, ink
technology can help, various light sources, but not always
Insect damage
missing information
remaining document is fragile


Standards
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“Sundries”
Non-specific
amounts
Spelling
Names
Dates
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“Sundries” anything too small or insignificant to count or mention individually
Non-specific amounts: box, barrel, chest, tub, sack, case. Amounts that do mean something: tierce = 42 liquid gals, bushel = 8 dry gals
Spelling of words and names
Dates
Quakers didn’t use pagan names
prior to 1752, 1st month was March


Penmanship

1. Long “S”
2. Numbers
3. Superscript
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Few states require learning cursive (MA does)
Long “S”, certain rules, but most often seen when preceding another “S” in a word
Flourishes and curlicues in words and numbers
Superscript: words and abbreviations
nicknames
Script
learning the script of each new author
can suss out some based on other clues within the book


Additional uses

* Who's in the
area

 Interactions

% What are they
buying and
using
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Better understanding of an area, who is where and interacting with whom
General stores
meeting place in addition hosting other services
often a general or country store, post office, ships’ chandler (coast), customs house
Cory store - additional information confirms, copious amounts of documentation left
2nd floor held “mall”-like shops; millinery, tailor
3rd floor held sail loft, rigging store woom


L ocal information

. Genealogy

. Census

. Cemeteries

. Vital Records
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Timothy, s. Timothy (Cliffton) and Deleverance, Mar. 17, 1761.
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Rochester Vital Records to 1850

1845 New Bedford city directory
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Making connections with other sources, primary and secondary
finding confirming information for locale where the books were kept as opposed to where they were found
Timothy Clifton
grave, census, vital records found
no information on occupation, no directory, census didn’t include that information until 1850
Ambrose E. Luce
1845 New Bedford city directory confirms location and occupation
Alexander Cory
grave, census (1850), vital records, directory all confirm location and occupation


Conclusions

*» Lines of
Commerce

< Area
Information

¢ Historical
Connections
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Accounting information, but also shows the lines of commerce - who had, who sold, who bought
Area information especially if you include other reference materials in the search or program
Connections between people, places, uses. Finding relationships, creating their stories
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