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Evaluating Effectiveness of a Public Mental Health Re-entry Program:
Strategic Statewide Partnerships
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This study is the first-ever initiative to merge
administrative databases in Massachusetts to
evaluate an important public mental health
program. It examines post-incarceration outcomes
of adults with serious mental illness (SMI) enrolled
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The analysis of the merged datasets provides information on
“interconnectedness” of individuals with SMI and diverse public
health agencies and public safety entities, cross-validates findings
from different areas of the re-entry process, and has increased
discussions of the importance of data accuracy to improve

health records and the importance of identifying data elements
that may be required for routine data collection.

Harmonizing databases? Developing a quasi-experimental design
to evaluate a public mental health re-entry program. Hartwell,
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